
       
POLL RECAP 
 
RETURN TO THE ROAD 
The ditches can be re-labeled in many ways. 
 
MAKING GOD’S EXCELLENCE INVISIBLE 

~ 2 Corinthians 4:7 ~ 
When we aim for excellence in a way that puts 
us in the spotlight instead of Christ, OR we fail to 
aim for excellence at all, then we’re keeping 
God’s excellence hidden. 
 
WARNING #1: PLAGIARISM 
When we make our performance about how 
good we are instead of how great God is, we 
steal His show. 
 
 
WARNING #2: PERFECTIONISM 
Perfectionism is an impossible task for jars that 
are fragile and flawed. 
 
“Dot Syndrome” 
 
 
WARNING #3: DIVISIVENESS 
A person can get so caught up in achieving a  
certain quality of results that he or she forgets to 
work & walk together. 
(Ephesians 4:1-3) 
 
 
WARNING #4: MANIPULATION 
Making a good impression of God doesn’t come 
by human force or manipulation.  
(1 Corinthians 2:1) 
 
 
WARNING #5: INAUTHENTICITY 
If you’re trying too hard to be like “the best,” 
you’re no longer being your excellent self. 
 
 
WARNING #6: INACTIVITY 
Shrinking into inactivity is not excellence, and it’s 
not God’s will for us, and it’s not what following 
Jesus looks like. 
 
OUTRO 
God make you & redeemed you to be awesome, 
so let’s be excellent for His sake! 
 

 

 

 How much does the image of fragile clay jars holding the 

most excellent treasure (2 Corinthians 4:7) help you under-

stand the concept of godly excellence? 

 Read 2 Corinthians 12:7. Can you recall a time when you 

wondered if you were experiencing some “thorns” to keep 

you from getting proud? 

  Instead of hitting the bull’s eye of true excellence, a per-

fectionist can get stuck in a cycle of perfectionism  pro-

crastination   paralysis. Have you experienced this? 

 One might summarize Ephesians 4:1-3 as “excellence with-

out unity is worthless,” but can it be difficult to achieve ex-

cellence and unity simultaneously? 

 1 Corinthians 2:1 uses a word for “excellent” speech that 

means “to hold or hang over.” What do you think Apostle 

Paul would have to say about excellence and manipulation?  

 When someone wants to be excellent at something, why 

can it be enticing to copy someone who seems to already be 

“the best” at it? 

 To what extent have you been intimidated by “excellence” 

and not made it a personal goal in your life and/or ministry? 

 Do you agree that shrinking into inactivity or settling for 

mediocrity is not what following Jesus looks like? 

 Who is someone you would trust to tell you that what 

you thought was an excellent effort on your part was actually 

in the danger zone or (vice versa)? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


