
       
 
I. Is This The Best You Can Do? 
Henry Kissinger told a story about a professor 
who wrote “Is this the best you can do?” on a  
student’s paper. 
 
 
II. A Difficult Topic 
Excellence in life & ministry is a narrow road,  
  and there are ditches on either side— 
  a ditch of mediocrity & a ditch of perfectionism. 
 
When is “good enough” good enough? 
 
 
III. Glancing at the Landscape 
English synonyms v/s Biblical vocabulary 

 
 

IV. Some Biblical Paraphrases 
God’s Word describes excellence… 
 ...as giving an extra effort. (Mt 5:41) 
 ...as benefiting others. (1 Ptr 2:9, 1 Thes 3:12) 
 ...as a function of loving Him. (Mk 12:33) 
 

~ Matthew 22:37-40 ~ 
 
 
V. Let’s Try Some Definitions 
1)   “Excellence is to do a common thing  
        in an uncommon way.” -BTWashington 

2)   Doing the very best with what we have 

3a) Making a positive, eternal impact 

3b) Acting in His Name to expand His fame 

4)   Adding more beauty than boredom  
        into a moment 

5a) Doing everything that pleases God  
       & only in ways that glorify Him 

5b) Doing the will of God & doing it well 

 
 
VII. My Favorite Coffee Cup 
It is not “perfect,” yet it is very well made, 
  and it was given to me with love from a friend. 
 
Put excellence out into your world this week! 

 

 

 How much do you think about the topic of excellence in 

your...in your ministry/volunteering? ...your job? ...your  

classes? ...your day-to-day routines? ...your spiritual habits? 

 In your life & ministry which ditch do you tend to steer 

towards—the ditch of mediocrity or of perfectionism? What 

is difficult about traveling down the narrow road of excel-

lence? 

 Which of the Biblical paraphrases mentioned (section IV in 

the message outline) is the most different from what you usually 

think of when it comes to excellence? 

 On the reverse there is a longer list of Biblical paraphrases 

regarding “excellence.” Which ones do you find helpful for 

defining “excellence” for your life & your ministry? 

 Definition #2 is nice & simple: “doing the very best with 

what we have.” What might be a weakness of this definition? 

 Each of the offered definitions has a unique slant, but #4 is 

probably the most unique. How well do you think this  

definition aligns with the Bible’s descriptions of excellence? 

 Of the seven definitions offered, which one best captures 

how you sense the Holy Spirit calling you to live/serve now? 

 Consider your to-do list this week. To which task or set 

of tasks do you want to apply the concept of excellence?  

 Several of the verses listed on the reverse tie excellence 

to the impact we make on others (look for the        icon). 

Brainstorm a few ideas of what you could do this week that 

might help someone enjoy God’s goodness & grace, then 

make it your goal to do at least one of these ideas this week. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


