
  

   What’s your preference when it comes to Christmas 
tree decorating—"less is more,” “ornament overload,” or 
somewhere in between? 
Read this article. Could you see yourself doing 
something similar to Ms. Pope with ornaments or 
something else? 
In Luke 10:38-42, Mary & Martha illustrate the tension 
between worshipping the Lord and serving the Lord. How 
is a worshipful lifestyle and a service lifestyle supposed 
to work together instead of be in competition? 
How did Martha possibly steal the spotlight away from 
Jesus in Luke 10:38-42? Are there ways in which you 
might steal the spotlight away from Jesus during your 
Advent-Christmastime? 
Was Jesus telling Martha (Luke 10:42) to sit down, 
stop doing, and listen OR simply not to criticize Mary for 
choosing to spend time with Him? 
In Luke 10:38-42 there’s a visual and physical contrast, 
too. Mary is seated at Jesus’ feet listening to what He has 
to say, and Martha enters and stands over Jesus to tell 
him what he should do. Are there situations when you’re 
tempted to “stand over” instead of “sitting under” Jesus? 
How can you be sure your prayers are “sitting under” 
instead of “standing over”? 
The word for distracted in Luke 10 can mean “to draw a 
circle around without ever hitting the target.” This is how 
Martha is described. Were there times in the last 
day/week when this may have described you? 
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I. TEN OPINIONS 
 
II. MARTA & MARY BETH 
This time of year is ripe for revealing 
strife in our relationships. 
 

III. MARTHA V/S MARY 
SPIRITUALITY { Luke 10:42 } 
1) Jesus calls Mary’s choice a good one. 
He affirms her priority of being with 
Jesus before doing for Jesus. 
2) Jesus calls Martha out. 
She was so concerned with the trivial 
details that she was missing what was 
truly important. 
 

IV. ORNAMENT OVERLOAD 
3) Jesus calls on us to be careful. 
Like a busy-busy Martha, or an 
overloaded tree, we can get so caught 
up in doing all the things that we get 
distracted from the one thing that 
matters most. 

 
V. NOW, UNBOX IT 
When we’re with loved ones, we make 
sure we’re really being with them. 
If we might be overloading on the 
being, we just keep listening to Jesus. 
If we overload on doing, we have to let 
go of doing something or adjust our 
time usage. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/health/grandmother-2700-baubles-worth-15000-17361081

