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Bible-reading plan: NT Letters 

 

 

Lessons in how to persuade 

 

 

 

 

Paul, Philemon, & Onesimus 

 

 

 

The request—3 opts: 

 1) receive & forgive 

 2) send back to help 

 3) forgive & emancipate 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Freedom of choice is preserved. 

 

 

 

 

The logic is relational. 

 

 

 

 

The aim is for Christ to win. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arm-wrestling? 

 

 

 

Brotherhood? 

 
 

 

 Finish this sentence: Before 

this week, I didn’t know that 

Philemon… 

 In the 21st-century USA, how 

difficult is it to differentiate our 

colonial American institution of 

slavery from that of the 1st 

century Roman empire? At what 

points should there be no 

differentiation between them? 

 Though there’s not enough 

evidence to prove or disprove it, 

v21 has been interpreted as 

Paul’s request for Onesimus’ 

emancipation. How much would 

you like this to be the case? If 

Paul was not advocating for 

Onesimus’ freedom, how much 

would that bother you? 

 For other New Testament 

passages dealing with 1st-

century “slavery,” read: 
  Galatians 3:26-29 

  1 Corinthians 7:17-24 

  Ephesians 6:5-8 

  Colossians 3:22-25 

  1 Timothy 6:1-2 

  Titus 2:9-10 

  1 Peter 2:11-25 

 Agree/Disagree? If Onesimus 

was a runaway slave, then 

Paul’s letter to Philemon is like 

Jesus’ parable of the prodigal 

son (Luke 15:11-32). 

 Recall a time when you wished 

you could have been better at 

persuasion. Whom did you want to 

persuade of what? Why do you feel 

you weren’t more successful? 

 Which of the attributes of 

Paul’s letter to Philemon sounds 

the most useful to you? 
  Preserving freedom of choice 

  Using relational logic 

  Aiming for Christ to win 

  Seeing the other as brother/sister 

  Something else: ______________ 

 If you were Philemon, which 

part of Paul’s letter would mean 

the most to you—the description 

of his relationship with Onesimus 

(v10, 12, 16), the emphasis of his 

relationship with you/Philemon 

(v1, 17, 19), or the assertion that 

Onesimus & you/Philemon should 

have a new relationship now (v15)? 

 What do you think Martin 

Luther meant by saying, “We are 

all God’s Onesimus’?” 

 The letters to the Colossians 

and to Philemon might have been 

written & delivered at the same 

time. Choose from the following 

list of verses in Colossians to try 

to memorize this week: 
  1:17      1:19-20    2:6-7 

  3:1-2     3:11         3:12-14 

  3:15     3:17     4:2     4:5-6 
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