
 
FOR REFLECTION 

& DISCUSSION 

1. Agree/Disagree? “...our primary task isn’t to 

avoid sin...but to recognize sin.” (Eugene Peterson) 

2. At what point in 2 Samuel 11 would you say 

David first sinned? 

3. When you re-read the David & Bathsheba 
story (2 Samuel 11-12), do you find yourself sym-

pathizing more with David or Bathsheba? 

4. Have you ever experienced a sudden mo-
ment of conviction like David’s when Nathan 

said, “You are that man!”? (2 Samuel 12:7) 

5. When you re-read John 8:1-11, what emo-
tions do you imagine the woman going through 

during the whole episode? 

6. As indicated in your Bible’s footnotes, the au-
thenticity of John 7:53-8:11 is debatable. Are 

there other passages that make similar points?  

7. Peterson says the various occurrences of 
“send” (11:1,3,4,6,27 v/s 11:5,18, 12:1) are mean-

ingful in 2 Samuel 11-12. What do you think?  

8. There’s a specific word study of Psalm 51 on 
the next page. How does it affect your mind, 

heart, soul, and/or strength? 

9. What would you say to someone who criti-
cizes Christianity for making “sin” too big of a 
deal since no one’s going to be sinless. How 
would you use this week’s texts (2 Sam 11-12, Rom 

7:21-8:3, & Jn 8:1-11) to inform your response? 

10. Do 1 of the following to absorb Psalm 51 
more deeply into your prayer vocabulary: 

A) Write your own paraphrase 
B) Work on memorizing a verse or two 

C) Create a sign for yourself from some verses 

DEVOTION OUTLINE 
I. INTRO: WHEN WE BUILT THE WALLS 

This leaping-over-walls skill is for when 

the wall in our way are ones we built ourselves. 

 
 

II. DAVID’S BIG SIN 
(2 Samuel 11) 

Something inside of David went “oo-la-la”… 

 

Oh David—this is bad, really bad?! 

 

 

III. ASKING FOR IT? 
Was Bathsheba asking for it? 

Was the woman (John 8:1ff) asking for trouble? 

 

 

IV. GENIUS CONVICTIONS 
Jesus’ reply was genius! (John 8:11) 

Jesus responds to our sin with compassion. 

Jesus gives a curative concoction of grace and truth. 

 

Nathan delivered a truth-heavy message to David. 

 

V. NO EXCUSES 
The best response to sin is to recognize it & own it. 

David did the opposite at first, and then he owns it. 

(Psalm 51) 

 

If we try to deny our sin, 

we don’t get to enjoy the freedom of “Jesus saves!” 

 

 

VI. BIGGER GRACE     
David’s sins were big, but God’s grace was bigger. 

Whether we call our sins big or not, God’s grace is bigger. 

 

For Jesus-followers, sin is less a place of condemnation, 

and more a place of salvation. 

(Romans 7:21-8:3) 

 

“After [sin has] been recognized and confessed, 

the less said about it the better.” -Eugene Peterson 

 

 

VII. LEAPS OF CONFESSIONS     
(2 Samuel 22:30) 

When we run into “walls” of our own sin, 

getting honest with God is the way 

we leap over the walls and move forward. 
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Sin 
John 8:11 



 

5 Hebrew words for our SIN   v/s   19 Hebrew words for GOD’s SAVING 

To the leader. A Psalm of David, when the prophet Nathan came 
to him, after he had gone in to Bathsheba. 
 

1 Have mercy on me, O God, 
    according to your steadfast love; 
according to your abundant mercy 
    blot out my transgressions. 
2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
    and cleanse me from my sin.  
 
3 For I know my transgressions, 
    and my sin is ever before me. 
4 Against you, you alone, have I sinned, 
    and done what is evil in your sight, 
so that you are justified in your sentence 
    and blameless when you pass judgment. 
5 Indeed, I was born guilty, 
    a sinner when my mother conceived me.  
 
6 You desire truth in the inward being;[a] 
    therefore teach me wisdom in my secret 
heart. 
7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
    wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
8 Let me hear joy and gladness; 
    let the bones that you have crushed re-
joice. 
9 Hide your face from my sins, 
    and blot out all my iniquities.  
 
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
    and put a new and right[b] spirit within 
me. 
11 Do not cast me away from your presence, 
    and do not take your holy spirit from me. 
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
    and sustain in me a willing[c] spirit.  

 
13 Then I will teach transgressors your 
ways, 
    and sinners will return to you. 
14 Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, 
    O God of my salvation, 
    and my tongue will sing aloud of your 
deliverance.  
 
15 O Lord, open my lips, 
    and my mouth will declare your praise. 
16 For you have no delight in sacrifice; 
    if I were to give a burnt offering, you 
would not be pleased. 
17 The sacrifice acceptable to God[d] is a 
broken spirit; 
    a broken and contrite heart, O God, 
you will not despise.  
 
18 Do good to Zion in your good pleasure; 
    rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, 
19 then you will delight in right sacrifices, 
    in burnt offerings and whole burnt of-
ferings; 
    then bulls will be offered on your altar.  
 
Footnotes 

a. Psalm 51:6 Meaning of Heb uncertain 

b. Psalm 51:10 Or steadfast 

c. Psalm 51:12 Or generous 

d. Psalm 51:17 Or My sacrifice, O God, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ps+51&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-14698a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ps+51&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-14702b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ps+51&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-14704c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ps+51&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-14709d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ps+51&version=NRSV#en-NRSV-14698
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ps+51&version=NRSV#en-NRSV-14702
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ps+51&version=NRSV#en-NRSV-14704
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ps+51&version=NRSV#en-NRSV-14709
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Sin
JOHN 8:11

David’s Big 
Sin
(2 Samuel 11)

“David sent messengers 

to get her…” (v4)

1

2



3/14/2021

2

Asking For It?

Genius!
(2 Samuel 12)

“Neither do I.
Go and sin no more.”
(John 8:11, NLT)
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No Excuses
(Psalm 51)

“Have mercy on me, 

O God, because of 

your unfailing love.”

Bigger Grace
(Romans 7:21-8:3)
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2 Samuel 22:30 (NLT+ESV)

2 Samuel 22:30 (NLT+ESV)
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PAUSE NOW TO

THINK AND/OR DISCUSS.

What is your initial 
emotional reaction to 
David’s big sin(s)—
mad, sad, glad, 
scared, neutral, etc.?

PAUSE NOW TO

THINK AND/OR DISCUSS.

What emotional
reaction do you
have to the woman’s
situation in John
8:1-11?
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PAUSE NOW TO

THINK AND/OR DISCUSS.

Agree/Disagree—
“Our task is to 
recognize sin more 
than to avoid sin.” 
(Eugene Peterson)
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