
 
FOR REFLECTION 

& DISCUSSION 

1. What stories do you remember about David? 2. Who do you know that’s a good storyteller? 

3. What’s your favorite story about Jesus? 4. What is your most pivotal story with God? 

5. Why do you think we sometimes dismiss or 
overlook the potential of stories to deliver 

God’s truth? 

6. What do you think Eugene Peterson means 
when we says, “The David story is simultaneous-

ly earthy and godly.”? 

7. Under which views of the Bible have you op-

erated during your life: 

A) a list of rules & regulations 
B) a big storybook 
C) a collection of life principles 
D) an assortment of prayers 
E) the real record of history 

F) a book of predictions & warnings 

8. a) Name three earthly things you have to 

do or deal with this week. 

 

8. b) How do you suppose you will “deal 
with God” while dealing with your earthly 

stuff? 

DEVOTION OUTLINE 
I. AT THE WALLS (SERIES SETUP) 

We run into metaphorical walls— 

circumstantial difficulties & personal challenges. 

 

{ 2 Samuel 22:30 (NLT+ESV) } 

Whatever the circumstances, God designed you to “crush 

it” in your life. Jesus-followers do not sit down at the walls 

but charge ahead with confident faith. 
 

II. GOD IS A STORYTELLER 
So much of God revealing Himself to us 

comes to us as story. 

 

If we’ve lost touch with God as the Storyteller, 

then we’ll sit down at the walls 

conceding that the glorious promises of God are not ours. 

 

 

III. DAVID STORIES 
In the Bible we’re given a lot of details about David. 

David was not perfect, yet was a “man after God’s heart”. 

(1 Samuel 13:14 / Acts 13:22) 

 

Living life well means dealing with God 

while dealing with all kinds of earthly, human stuff. 

 

 

IV. JESUS STORIES 
The Jesus story is also a human story. 

Jesus is called the “Son of David” in the New Testament. 

 

God entered our humanity and showed us how to be hu-

man— “on earth as it is in heaven.” 

God entered our history to invite us to join His story, 

to follow Him, & share in His life. 

 

 

V. OUR STORIES    { Matthew 13:34-35 } 

If we’re going to get our human life right, 

we have to enter His story 

(which also means reading & entering the stories). 

 

 

VI. FAITH TO LEAP WALLS 
Imagine the wall being your obstacles, griefs, challenges, en-

emies, or difficulties. If you want to have a faith that leaps 

over walls… 

...say “yes” to Jesus & enter His story. 

...read the Bible stories & take your place in them. 
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Stories
MATTHEW 13:34-35
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David Stories

“a man after 
God’s own heart”

1 Samuel 13:14

& Acts 13:22

“From a purely historical point of view he was 
a barbaric chieftain with a talent for poetry. 
But David’s importance isn’t in his morality or 
his military prowess but in his experience of 
and witness to God.”

- EUGENE PETERSON
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Jesus Stories

MATTHEW 13:34-35 (NLT)
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Our Stories

Matthew 13:34-35

Faith to Leap 
Over Walls
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