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SOMETIMES GOD SAYS, “GROW UP” 
 
 

SEEING THE SITUATION & A SOLUTION 
We can read the many conversations people 
had with Jesus like our own prayer conversa-

tions with the Lord. 
 
 
 
A CASE OF INCOMPLETE FAITH 
{ Luke 9:12-17 } 
 

In other words,  
“Okay, we can take care of this,  

but we need to do some faith-building, too.” 
 

Despite not understanding, 
the disciples are still willing to learn and obey. 
 
 
 

A CASE OF MIXED BELIEF 
{ Mark 9:14-29 } 
 

This man’s gotten discouraged. 
“If it be your will” slips into  
“if you can or even care.”  

It’s a mixture of belief & unbelief. 
 

The father acknowledges that his faith has 
room to grow. (v24) 

 
To pray & keep praying is an essential ingredi-
ent to grow & increase our faith AND to really 

help & love others. 
 
 
 

HOW WE SEE OURSELVES 
We can easily slip into the posture of spiritual 

grown-ups & experts about the Faith,  
yet we must always see ourselves as spiritual 

children & students of the Jesus Way. 
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MORE QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER 
 To what extent are you tempted to believe 
you’re already a grown-up in your faith? 
 Very much. I feel like there’s nothing new for me. 
 Often. I’ve been a believer for a long time. 
 Sometimes. I go back & forth. 
 A little, but I’m usually more a student than expert. 
 Not at all. I’m so hungry to understand more. 

 

 Can you think of a time in your life when 
you could’ve identified with a case of incom-
plete faith (Luke 9:12-17) or a case of mixed 
belief (Mark 9:14-29)? 
 

 Why does it seem like a common time to 
get a “Grow up” reply from God is soon af-
ter a spiritually high moment/season? 
 

 From your experience, which is the hard-
est part of being faithful—learning more of 
God’s will or obeying God’s will? 
 

 What is the Holy Spirit nudging you to do 
currently...to learn His will for you more ful-
ly? ...to obey His will more consistently? 
 

 

7 MORE VERSES FOR MEDITATION 
2 Chronicles 7:14  The formula for mercy 
includes the willingness of our wise God + 
prayers of humble people. 
 

Psalm 27:7  If my prayer is answered, it’s 
because of God’s mercy, and He’ll keep teach-
ing me what I need to know about His ways.  
 

Psalm 143:7-10  My two-sided request: an-
swer me soon & teach me how to do your will. 
 

Matthew 6:33  The provisions we crave are 
second to craving what’s most important. 
 

Matthew 7:21  We won’t be in heaven for 
learning to be sayers of His Name, but for 
learning to be doers of His will. 
 

Matthew 12:50  Learning to do the will of 
the Father makes us brothers & sisters to Jesus. 
 

Romans 12:2  Letting the Spirit change how 
I think improves how well I recognize His will. 
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