
Dec. 
1st 

is not a flimsy,  
human-centered wish.  

It is a CONFIDENT  
EXPECTATION that  

God fulfills His promises.  
During the Advent season,  

we prepare for the celebration of  
Christ’s first arrival as the Bethlehem  

baby, and we look forward to His  
promised return as the Conqueror.  

What could embody, emphasize, or inspire  during worship?  
Can you create something—visual art, a poem, a meditation, or something else? 

Is there something you could share—like a song, a story, or a testimony? 

OT / NT READINGS:  DEVOTION TEXTS:  DEVOTION SYNOPSIS:  

Jeremiah 33:14-16 
Matthew 24:36, 42-44 

 

Malachi 5:2 
Matthew 3:2-11 
Psalm 139:23-24 

 

Expectation means preparation, and the prepara-
tions are not just waiting for the action; our prepa-

rations are part of the action. Preparation for 
Christ starts with repentance and yields fruitfulness. 



is not only an 
absence of conflict.  

It is a COMPLETE  
WELL-BEING 

—the state of being  
whole & forgiven.  

During the Advent season, we 
prepare to the celebrate Christ’s 

first arrival as the Prince of Peace, 
and we look forward to His promised 
return and the final establishment of 

What could embody, emphasize, or inspire  during worship?  
Can you create something—visual art, a poem, a meditation, or something else? 

Is there something you could share—like a song, a story, or a testimony? 

OT / NT READINGS:  DEVOTION TEXTS:  DEVOTION SYNOPSIS:  

Isaiah 11:1-10 
Romans 15:4-13 

 
Luke 2:8-14 

James 3:17-18 
 

At the heart of our Christmas traditions is the cele-
bration and proclamation and possession of God’s 
peace of earth. Peace-making is different than just 

peace-keeping. 

Dec. 
8th 



is beyond  
pleasure and  

happiness. It is a  

DEEP-SEATED  
DELIGHT 

and a contagious  
enjoyment of God.  

During the Advent season, we 
prepare to the celebrate Christ’s 

first arrival as a bundle of joy, 
and we anticipate His promised 

return and the culmination of great joy.  

What could embody, emphasize, or inspire  during worship?  
Can you create something—visual art, a poem, a meditation, or something else? 

Is there something you could share—like a song, a story, or a testimony? 

OT / NT READINGS:  DEVOTION TEXTS:  DEVOTION SYNOPSIS:  

Isaiah 35:1-10 
Luke 1:46b-55 

 
Luke 2:8-12, 16-18 

Psalm 51:12 
 

Jesus gives us a joy that’s complete. Joy is not the 
result of circumstances; rather it is a decision, often 

despite circumstances. As we realign our lives to 
God’s ways, we lay claim to His un-steal-able joy. 

Dec. 
15th 



is deeper 
than mere affection.  

It is UTTER  
ADORATION 

of another’s goodness  
or selfless action for  

another’s well-being.  
During the Advent season, we 

prepare to the celebrate Christ’s 
first arrival as heaven’s gift of love, 
and we eagerly await His promised 
return and victory when love wins.  

What could embody, emphasize, or inspire  during worship?  
Can you create something—visual art, a poem, a meditation, or something else? 

Is there something you could share—like a song, a story, or a testimony? 

OT / NT READINGS:  DEVOTION TEXTS:  DEVOTION SYNOPSIS:  

Isaiah 7:10-16 
Matthew 1:18-25 

 
1 John 4:8 

Matthew 2:1-12 
 

There were 3 responses to God’s love in Judea—
satisfaction with knowing about Christ, attempts to 

control Christmas, & the worship of the magi.  
Worship is the way into a deeper love of God. 

Dec. 
22nd 


